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Help us add in-copyright 
  content to BHL   

	
  
	
  

Do you have contacts with copyright holders who may be interested in 
contributing content to the BHL? Please see our sample digitization request letter 
and license agreement form. 

	
  
	
  

Contact Bianca Crowley, crowleyb@si.edu for follow up. 
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Bianca Crowley 
Digital Collections Manager 
Smithsonian Libraries | Biodiversity Heritage Library 

10th St. & Constitution Avenue NW 
MRC 154, PO Box 37012 

Washington DC 20013-7012 
	
  

[DATE] 
	
  

Dear [Copyright Holder]: 
	
  
The Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) is a consortium of major natural history museum 
libraries, botanical libraries, and research institutions that cooperate to digitize and make 
accessible the legacy biodiversity literature. Together, the consortium accounts for over two 
million volumes of biodiversity literature collected over 200 years. Open access to the resources 
in the Biodiversity Heritage Library supports the work of scientists, researchers, and students in 
their home institutions and throughout the world. 
	
  
The following title(s), protected by your copyright, has(ve) been identified as important to the 
mission of the BHL and has(ve) been requested by several researchers for digitization. 
 
[Publication Name] [Publication Start Date to Publication End Date]. 

 
BHL respectfully requests permission to digitize the title(s) listed above. The digitized images 
and text files will be made available via the Internet under an open source license, which 
permits others to use, reproduce, supplement, modify, create derivatives, and otherwise use the 
title(s), for any and all non-commercial purposes, with proper attribution to the licensor as the 
source. You may choose to add an embargo period of any number of years and BHL will 
digitize through a particular year, with subsequent years digitized on a rolling basis (e.g. a 5 
year embargo allows for digitization through and including 2010 in 2015, 2011 in 2016, and so 
on). 

 
Titles are digitized for BHL from the holdings of participating institutions in the consortium at 
no cost to you and you are welcome to re-use the content as you see fit. BHL, in no way, seeks 
to obtain ownership of copyright for the content specified in the enclosed agreement. Over 150 
publishers have agreed to let us digitize and provide their content for free and open access on 
our website (http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org). 
	
  
If you are willing to grant permission for BHL to digitize the title(s) listed above for the 
purpose of making this(ese) publication(s) available to researchers then, please take the time to 
review, sign, and return the attached form via email or via post to 10th St & Constitution Ave 
NW, PO Box 37012 MRC 154, Washington, DC 20013-7012. I will then have the BHL 
Program Director, Martin Kalfatovic, sign the form and return it to you. 
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[Please note that the BHL has already digitized at least a portion of the following titles under the 
public domain in the United States and you may find them available via the following links:] 
	
  
[List of titles with BHL links] 
	
  
I am happy to answer any questions you may have about the BHL digitization process, our 
standard license agreement form, or anything else. Please do not hesitate to contact me. 
	
  
Sincerely, 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Bianca Crowley 
Digital Collections Manager 
Smithsonian Libraries 
Biodiversity Heritage Library 
10th St & Constitution Ave NW 
MRC 154, PO Box 37012 
Washington, DC 20013-7012 
Ph 202-633-2239 
Em  crowleyb@si.edu 
	
  
[Enclosure: Sample Biodiversity Heritage Library License Agreement form] 


